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GONNECTIONS

A Monthly Newsletter Linking the Ministries of Bethany Lutheran and Lost Island Lutheran
Churches to keep members and friends informed.

Bethany Lutheran Church: www.bethanylutheranemmetsburg.com

Lost Island Lutheran Church www.lostislandlutheranchurch.com

Facebook: Bethany/lostislandparish

Church office hours: Mon. - Fri. 9:00AM - 12:00 PM

Pastor F. Peter Morlock email: bethanypastor22@gmail.com 712-852-4450 or 712-298-4097

Office Secretary: Diane Clasing-Steger 712-852-4450; email: offsecr@gmail.com
Financial Secretary: Carla Firkins email: luthsecr@gmail.com
Youth Director: Kristin Rienhardt email: Kristin.Rienhardt@blc.edu 712-790-6470
Bethany organist: Janis Campbell Lost Island organist: Tim Nielsen
Vicar Sarah Schilcher: SSchilcher@wartburgseminary.edu

Lost Island Worship 8:45 AM; Sunday School 10:15 AM

Bethany Worship: Sunday 10:30 AM; Sunday School 9:30 AM Sept-May
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U Monthly Newsletter Linking the Ministries of
Bethany Lutheran and Lost Tsland Lutheran Churches

FROM OUR PASTOR

Ok...Christmas is past, break is over and we are back into the
"normal” swing of things these days. Here in the office we are
already working hard on the next big services of Holy Week and
Easter etc. But before we get there | want to address a bunch of
little things before they get buried, and forgotten. First - | want
to extend a sincere thank you to all who assisted with Christmas
Eve and Christmas day worship. Your assistance is greatly ap-
preciated and goes a long way toward making these services the hlghllght that
they are. As we enter into Lent | would invite you to join us for our Mid - Week
worship services which will begin with Ash Wednesday on February 14th, and
continue every Wednesday evening until Holy Week. Also during Lent, as you
consider a Lenten discipline, | would like to encourage you to consider serving
as a mentor to one of our confirmation students. It is our custom during Lent,
not to have a formal class session, but rather encourage the confirmation
students to select a mentor from within the congregations to worship with and
engage in conversations pertaining to the life of faith.

Requirements for Mentoring a confirmation student are as follows-

*You must be an adult member of Bethany, or Lost Island Lutheran Churches
*A willingness to engage in conversation with a teenager is a plus...materials to
get you started will be supplied

(cont’'d.)
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Pastor’s Report Cont'd.)

* Mentors are encouraged to worship with their students and eat with them dur-
ing our Lenten Mid week services and meals. If that time doesn't work, you are
free to find another time to meet, but the expectation is that you will meet on a
weekly basis during Lent to have these conversations.

Currently we have 13 confirmation students...one of them may be calling

you. If they do, please consider saying Yes. In my time here | have witnessed
some great conversations and interactions between the students and their
mentors. | have heard from those who have been mentors that it has been a
rewarding experience. If you have any questions please get in touch with

me. | would be happy to talk to you about being a mentor.

Pastor Peter

FUNERAL SERVERS FOR GROUP |
John & Stephanie Larson, Dale & Marian Evans, Elaine Nauss & Michael Jacobson Co-
Chairpersons

Lorna Brennan Dale & Marian Evans Darlene Naig

Dave & Judy Cole Bob & Linda Halverson Wilma Nielsen

Shawn & Jennifer Connelly Randy & Deb Jones Joel & Somer Saxton
Gina Cowden Aletha King Phyllis Schroeder
Angie Cowden Don McEwan Bob & Connie Schubert
Ina Crocoll Tiffany Keller Bob Scott

Carroll & Mary Christianson Pat & Amy Martini Sharon Sobkoweak

Jerry & Catherine Dillion Amanda Murray Ryan & Molli Veldboom
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We would like to take this time to thank the people that helped out with the two funerals
during the month of January—one day after the other. Those funeral lunches were for:

*  LeRoy Kunz on January 4th at Martin Mattice Funeral Home

1 Lewis Heghin on January 5th at Bethany

Thank you!

JANUARY 2018 Bethany Lutheran Church Treasurer’s Report
Attendance average: 103
MONTHLY BUDGET NEEDS: $13,972.08

MONTHLY MONTHLY YEARTO YEAR TO DATE
BEGINNING BUDGET | DATE BAL- BUDGET
BALANCE ANCE
(8,285)
INCOME
Offerings 21,740 13,792 21,740 13,792
Lost Island 2,600 2,600
Miscellaneous Income
Sunday School
Total Income 21,740 16,572 21,740 16,572
EXPENSES
Personnel Expenses 7,455 10,832 7,455 10,832
Program Expenses 292 528 292 528
Office Expenses 743 546 743 546
Property Expenses 1,787 1,967 1,787 1,967
Western IA Synod 373 350 373 350
Damascus Road 50 50 50 50
NO ELCA Donations 83 83
TOTAL EXPENSE 10,699 14,356 10,699 14,356
Income Less Expenses 11,041 2,216 11,041 2,216
GENERAL FUND BALANCE 2,756

If you have any questions concerning the finances of the church please feel free to call me at
home in the evenings. Thanks! Carla (January payroll is not included in these figures)

Bethany would like to encourage online monetary offerings. The local Emmetsburg banks
each provide a FREE online bill pay service which can arrange recurring weekly or monthly
payments. If you need more information, contact your local Emmetsburg bank at your
earliest convenience.
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IN OUR PRAYERS: We remember those in special need of
. God’s love and care including: Bill Ortman, Shirley Gentry, Lois Jurries,
Deb Zanfes, Rhonda Bakken, Wilma Nielsen, Bonnie Anderson, Nancy
Ziegler, Evelyn Mandsager, Kort Freeman, Heide Rienhardt, Margaret
. Sloan, Garwin Anderson, Lois Quam, Pastor Trudy Peterson, Karyn
o Davis, Rod Snavely, Bob & Janet Mortenson, Lucille Anderson, Norma
Larson, Richard Omundson and those we name in our hearts.

*Our missionary: Courtney Davis in Papua New Guinea.

*Our companion synods: The Southern Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Tanzania-Yakobi Parish, companion with Lost Island and the Evangelical Lutheran
Church Laz-Paz Parish in Chile, companion with Bethany.

— 7

Horizons Unlimited and Kiwanis will be hosting their annual Super Pancake
Breakfast on Sunday February 4™ at the Emmetsburg VFW Hall (3205 Main)
from 8:00 am — 12:30 pm. Come enjoy pancakes, omelets, sausages, orange
juice, milk, and coffee.

Tickets can be purchased for $6.50 a piece at the Horizons office
(2107 Main St.), or at the door on the day of the event for $7.50 a piece.

All proceeds benefit individuals with disabilities served by Horizons Unlimited
in our area. Watch the game with a full stomach!

. . “‘SI NNAMON SUNDAY?”

FEBRUARY!11TH
Once again, the Sanctuary will be filled with
the yummy smell of chicken noodle soup,
chili simmering and cinnamon rolls baking
while we are trying to concentrate on the sermon.

Come and Enjoy a Good Meal and Fe|fl

Sponsored by the Evangelism Board %

COMI NG UP QUI CKLY ON SUNDAY,

/\.’\.{) A note from Vicar Sarah:

Romans 5:8
But God commendeth

his love toward us, in

When | think of February, one of the first
things which comes to mind is Valentine’s
Day. A day which is set aside to celebrate
love, whether it be the romantic love which is
.’D shared by a couple, the deep-rooted love :
¢ )" which connects family members, or the love which is shared

between friends. Love is a wonderful feeling. And though the

earthly relationships which we have with each other are a great
blessing, they are mere reflections of the greatest love which has ever been—the
love which God has for us, the children of God.

that, while we were yet

sinners, Christ

died for us.

And so, it is fitting that this year Valentine’s Day is the day on which Ash Wednes-
day falls. Ash Wednesday marks the start of the season of Lent, the 40-day period
that leads to Easter. During the season of Lent, we reflect, ponder, and pray as we
anticipate Holy Week, and the ultimate sacrifice of love which was done for us by
Jesus dying on the cross.

On February 14th, 2018, we will celebrate love of all kinds, between families, be-
tween friends, between spouses, but especially the love of our God for us—the love
which reaches as far as the East is from the West, the love which is everlasting, the
love that will never fail us.

In our baptisms we are marked with the sign of the cross to signify our

identity as beloved children of God. On Ash Wednesday, we also are marked with
the sign of the cross, with ashes, to remember that we are dust and that to dust we
will return. We are but dust, and yet the God of Heaven and Earth sacrificed his life
for us. We are but dust, and yet because of the love that God has for us, though our
bodies will one day perish, we have the promise of eternal life with God. What a
wondrous love this is!

~Sarah
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Hello Brothers and Sisters,

January has kicked off a great start to the new

year. SACK kids have been talking about the elements
of following God such as, Courage, Faith, Forgiveness,
and God's Love. We will continue to dig into the
elements of faith. COOL kids have been learning
about the gross, weird, and true stories of the bible and
the lessons they teach us. LIFE youth have been
going through a series called Surrender. During Lent,
the youth will talk about the last words of Jesus and present challenges/
personal reflections for all of you to participate in.

Thanks to all that came to the "Beyond the Snowman" fundraiser and thanks
to all those that supported the youth with all the many things they do.
Looking ahead to February:

Febr uar $ubSBandwiches can be picked up and paid for between
10am to noon

Febr ua r:\Woisy dffering goes to Courtney Davis. Mission trip youth
meeting following worship

Febr ua r:\)AshlWedtnesday; No COOL group, Lent starts

(confirmation youth will be expected to meet with their mentors) Look for the
challenges from the youth

Febr ua r:youth greups will happen at normal times throughout lent
Febr ua r:yunday sclmool youth will sing in church
A special thanks to all those that support the youth in many ways. | continue

to be blessed by these youth and learn from them everyday. Take the time to
invest in them because you will be surprised just as much as | have.

Thanks In Christ,
Kristin

School has started so keep in mind the following items to save for the school students. The
labels are taken to West Elementary and the Catholic School. Box Tops, Pizza Ranch Wagon
Wheels off pizza boxes, Pop tabs, Campbell Soup labels and postage stamps. There are white
boxes on the credenza in the overflow room to collect your labels. Thank you.
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Upper Des Moines Opportunity - Palo Alto County is requesting food and cleaning items for
their shelves. Especially needed are: cereal, canned fruit, pancake mix and syrup, instant po-
tatoes or rice, crackers, macaroni and cheese, tuna anad/or hamburger helper, laundry deter-
gent, dish soap, deodorant, shampoo and conditioner. Their address is 2905 25th Street, Em-

metsburg.

Ladies Circles Schedules for Lost Island and Bethany Lutheran Churches:

7:00 PM on Febr uar ymedtddt haneSHaeykeshhoei r c | e
Ruth Circle meets again in March 2018
Mary Martha meets again in March 2018

Tabitha Circle will meet on TWeawilbnteatat e Jeni

Alaire Nielsen’s home, starting at 6:50 PM. Bible will be the 6th lesson in the series
foml Corinthians The Challenges of Life

MEMORI AL S

In Memory of L e Roy féruarea south of the Church

Greenspace Fund:

Tony & Joan Kunz; Greg & Diana Jones; Frank & Patricia Cantieri; Richard & Nancy
Boland; Verna Hanson; Betty Kunz; Eileen Buzzell

Radi o Fund:

Brian & Janis Campbell

In Memoryof Mar jorie Jensen
Radi o —FBuiand& Janis Campbell
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ORGANI ST

ALTAR GUI L DFebruary

READERS

COMMUNI ON
ASSI STANT

ACOLYTES

LOST | SLAND VOLUNTEERS

Tim Nielsen

Linda Pitt, LaVonne Mason

February 4
February 11
February 18

Tom Mason
Madison Norris
Karyn Leininger

February 25 Tim Nielsen

February 4 Kadin Norris

February 14 Troy Leininger -Ash Wednesday
February 18 Steve Pitt

February 4 Kate Sorenson

February 11
February 18
February 25

Owen Lux
Mariam Hackbart-Morlock
Olivia Sorenson

> % Please remember and prayerfully consider including Courtney in

& your prayers and financial support. Checks should be made to

SR ‘Bethany Lutheran Church” with a memo
¥ “For the ministry of Courtney Davis, Acct. #305075.”

Courtney’s blog at: cdchronicles.wordpress.com
E-mail address: co.davis@sil.org.pg
Courtney has returned to Papua New Guinea in January 2018 as

a career staff member. She teaches music in the school as well as
conducting Bible Studies, etc.

BETHANY VOLUNTEERS

GREETERS February 4
February 11
February 18

February 25

Joe & Lisa Carter Family

* Wilma Nielsen
Jim & Bonnie Anderson

* Greg & Rachel Haack
Bev Norland, Becky Walker
Dennis & Sherrie Mandsager
Amanda Murray Family

* Tim & Molly Rodemeyer Family

*

* Back door greeters please move to front door if no one comes to greet there

LECTORS February 4
February 11
February 18

February 25

Sandi Chapman
Amelia Ort

Deb Quamme
Joe Neary

COMMUNI ON February 4
(Ash Wednesday) February 14
February 18

Jonah Hackbart-Morlock, Kathy Mehan
Dianne Hough, Danny & Linda Umbrell
John & Stephanie Larson, Phoenix Campbell

ALTAR GUI LEebruary

Dianne Hough

USHERS: February 4
February 11
(Ash Wednesday) February 14
February 18

(Lenten Service)

February 21 at 5 :

Phil Andreasen, *Joe Neary,
Phoenix Campbell, Logan Murray

Joel Saxton, *Garwin Anderson,

Josey & Liza Saxton
David Sidles, Mark Evans
Burdell Naugle, *Doug Ort

Amelia and Quintin
0 O Bupdell Naugle, 7 : Michael Jacobsen

February 25 David Sidles, *Ron Chapman
Willard & Parker Schmeling
(Lenten Service)  February 28 at5 : 0 O Elgima Nauss, 7 : @PRil Andreasen
ACOLYTES February 4 Tianna Murray, Reagan Schurg

February 11
February 18
February 25

Carsen & Conner Fjetland
Bayleigh & Mica Theesfeld
Quentin Ort, Nolan Gustafson




February 2018

Sun Wed Thu Sat
1 2 3
Pick up Sub-Sandwiches
Between 10—12 Noon
4 8:45 am Lost Island Wor ship, Comm. 5 6 7 12:00 Noon Men’s Bible Group 8 9 10
9:30 am Bethany Sunday School 9:00 am Quilters 1:30 pm SACK (2nd-5th)
10:15 am LI Sunday School 5:30 pm Adult Bible Study 6:50 pm Tabitha Circle
10:30 am Bethany Worship, Comm. 6:00 pm Quilters 5-7 pm Confirmation Will meet at Alaire’s Home
Pick up Sub-Sandwiches after Church 8-9:30 LIFE (9th-12th)
Secretary
11  “SINNAMON SUNDAY” 12 13 14 ASH WEDNESDAY 15 16 17
9:00 am Quilters 6:30 pm Scouts 12:00 Noon Men’s Bible Group 11:30 am Ministerial Clergy
8:45 am Lost Island Worship, 3:30 SACK (2nd-5th) Mtg Pizza Ranch
9:30 am Bethany Sunday School 6:00 pm Youth Board Meets
10:15 am LI Sunday School 6:00 pm Lost Island Ash Wed Service
10:30 am Bethany Worship 7:30 pm Bethany Ash Wed Service
Noisy Offering—Courtney Davis 8:00 pm LIFE (9th-12th)
Past ordReetawrerss
18 8:45am Lost Island Worship, Comm. 19 20 Church Council |21 12:00 Noon Men’s Bible Group 22 23 24
9:30 am Bethany Sunday School 9:00 am Quilters Meets At 1:30 SACK (2nd—5.th) Articles f01’ Feb. ' .
10:15 am LI Sunday School 7:00 pm 5:00 pm Lent Service . 9:00 am Quilting at
10:30 am Bethany Worship, Comm. 6:00 pm Quilters Lunch between Services (Sarah) Newsletter are due Lost Island Church
7:00 pm Sarah Circle 7:00 pm Lenten Service
@ Jane Heykes Home 7:00 pm COOL
8:00 pm LIFE Group (9th —12th)
25  8:45am Lost Island Worship 26 27 Prepare 28 WIC
9:30 am Bethany Sunday School Newsletter for 12:00 Noon Men’s Bible Group
10:15 am LI Sunday School 9:00 am Quilters J 3:30 SACK (2nd-5th)
10:30 am Bethany Worship mallmg 5:00 pm Lent Service
10:00am Lunch between services (Men’s Grp)

Pastor Returns

6:30 pm Scouts

7:00 pm Lent Service
7:00 pm COOL
8:00 pm LIFE Group




