*SENDING HYMN: Go Tell It On The Mountain

Christmas Day Worship
Lost Island & Bethany Lutheran Churches
December 25, 2017 10:00 AM
Pastor Peter Morlock & Vicar Sarah Schilcher

P: Go In Peace to Serve the Christ and share His Light to the World!
C: Thanks Be To God!

On this Christmas morning the people of God gather to celebrate the birth of
the Word made flesh, Christ our Lord. Luke recounts the familiar story of
shepherds and angels; John’s gospel tells of the Word that dwells among us,
full of grace and truth. The meaning of Christmas is made clear: the light
shines in the darkness. It is in the liturgy that we encounter the Word made
flesh—in the people of God gathered together as the body of Christ, and in the
meal around the holy table. We go forth to be bearers of light as we proclaim
this good news to all the ends of the earth.

*GATHERING HYMN: Joy to the World

LBW #70

LBW #39

*WELCOME & INVOCATION
P: In the Name of the Father, (+) and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
*CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
P: Jesus, our Immanuel, You dwell with us, but how can we abide in
Your dwelling?
C: For we are sinful people, unworthy of Your presence, unready for
Your coming, undeserving of Your mercy.
P: We are guilty of sin by thought, word, and action, and merit only
death and misery.

POSTLUDE
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IN OUR PRAYERS: We remember those in special need of God’s love and care
including: Shirley Gentry, Lois Jurries, Bill Ellingrod, Deb Zanfes, Wilma Nielsen,
Owen Finer, Rhonda Bakken, Bonnie Anderson, Dennis Mandsager, Kort
Freeman, Heide Rienhardt, Margaret Sloan, Garwin Anderson, Lois Quam, Pastor
Trudy Peterson, Karyn Davis, Fern Schmidt, Rod Snavely, Bob & Janet Mortenson,
Lucille Anderson, Norm Larson, Richard Omundson and those we name in our
hearts.
*Our missionary: Courtney Davis in Papua New Guinea (now on furlough)
*Our companion synods: The Southern Diocese of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Tanzania-Yakobi Parish, companion with Lost Island and the
Evangelical Lutheran Church Laz-Paz Parish in Chile, companion with Bethany.

We wish all of you a very blessed Christmas. May the presence of
God’s Son the Savior in this world fill your lives with hope and
peace.

C: Yet we seek Your forgiveness, for the sake of Your divine love
shown to us in Jesus Christ. In humble repentance we ask You to
dwell among us with Your forgiving presence.
P: God has forgiven your sin for Jesus' sake. Jesus has made the
ultimate payment for us from death and sin and now eternity in God's
presence is ours. Hail to the Prince of Peace! The Son of Righteousness
shines in our hearts, bringing life and light.
*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
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Bethany website: http://www.bethanylutheranemmetsburg.org
Lost Island website: http://www.lostislandlutheranchurch.com
Pastor Peter Morlock: email: bethanypastor22@gmail.com 712-298-4097
Facebook: Bethany/Lost Island parish
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CREED:
P: Who Are These Angels Who Come to Earth
C: bearing the news of the Christ child’s birth?

P: Let us pray together.
Pray together: All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light
into our world has brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of
darkness, and empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

HYMN: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing LBW #60
P: Who Are These Shepherds who run to see
C: And worship the babe on bended knee?

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 62:6-12
The prophet invites the people to give God no rest until God
reestablishes Jerusalem. In turn, they will receive names full of promise:
Holy People, the Redeemed of the Lord, a City Not Forsaken.

HYMN: The First Noel LBW #56 vs. 1-2
P: Who Is This Child, So Small, So Slight,
C: Of whom the angels sang that night?

6

Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels;
all day and all night they shall never be silent.
You who remind the LORD, take no rest,
7
and give him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem
and makes it renowned throughout the earth.
8
The LORD has sworn by his right hand and by his mighty arm:
I will not again give your grain to be food for your enemies,
and foreigners shall not drink the wine for which you have labored;
9
but those who garner it shall eat it and praise the LORD,
and those who gather it shall drink it in my holy courts.
10
Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the people;
build up, build up the highway, clear it of stones,
lift up an ensign over the peoples.
11
The LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth:
Say to daughter Zion, “See, your salvation comes;
his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.”
12
They shall be called, “The Holy People, The Redeemed of the LORD“;
and you shall be called, “Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.”

HYMN: What Child Is This LBW #40 vs. 1
P: Who Is This King, a Manger for His Throne,
C: who humbles himself to make us his own?
HYMN: Away in a Manger LBW #67
P: Who Is This God, Who Sends a Son?
C: into our midst, the promised one?
HYMN: When Christmas Morn is Dawning LBW #59
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition will end with “Lord, in your mercy,”
Response “hear our prayer”
*SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Share this greeting of God’s peace and love with one another.

PSALM 97

Read responsively by verse

Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the honest of heart. (Ps. 97:11)

*OFFERING Lo, How a Rose Is Growing LBW #58 vss. 1-2

1

The LORD reigns; let the earth rejoice;
let the multitude of the isles be glad.
2
Clouds and darkness surround the LORD,
righteousness and justice are the foundations of God’s throne.

COMMUNION LITURGY – “God With Us” cards
(please return these cards as we use them each year)
Distribution Hymn:

Lo, How a Rose Is Growing #58

vss. 3-5
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3

Fire goes before the LORD, burning up enemies on every side.
4
Lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and trembles.
5
The mountains melt like wax before the Lord of all the earth.
6
The heavens declare your righteousness, O LORD,
and all the peoples see your glory.
7
Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false
gods! Bow down before the LORD, all you gods.
8
Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice,
because of your judgments, O LORD.
9
For you are the LORD, most high over all the earth;
you are exalted far above all gods.
10
You who love the LORD, hate evil!
God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from the
hand of the wicked.
11
Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the honest of heart.
12
Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous,
and give thanks to God’s holy name.

SECOND READING: TITUS 3:4-7
God saves us not because of what we do. Rather, God is a God of mercy
and salvation who graciously cleanses us in baptism and renews our
lives through the Holy Spirit.
4

When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared,
he saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had
done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and
renewal by the Holy Spirit. 6This Spirit he poured out on us richly
through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that, having been justified by his
grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
5

GOSPEL: LUKE 2:1- 20
The world’s deep night is shattered by the light of God’s new day. The
glory of God is revealed to poor shepherds, who share the good news
with others.

4

Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from
the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they
were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
8
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
12
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
14
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
15
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see
this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”
16
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had
been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words
and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told
them.
MEDITATION
HYMN OF THE DAY: Angels We Have Heard On High LBW #71 vss. 1-2

1

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the
world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own
towns to be registered.
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